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end of the eighteenth century London was just a
tiny town lying along the river. At that time
many of the nobles and rich merchants were build-
ing their mansions in what is now the West Central
district of London. The north side of Queen Square,
Bloomsbury, was left open, so that the people who
lived there could enjoy the view of the Highgate
and Hampstead hills, to which the open country
stretched. Even now this end of Queen Square is
closed only by a railing, but a great mass of streets
and houses stretches far beyond Hampstead and
Highgate now.

Trafalgar Square itself got its name in honour of
Nelson, the hero of the great victory of Trafalgar.
The great column with the statue of Nelson stands
in the square.

This brings us to one of the most interesting of
old London names. On one side of the square
stands Charing Cross, the busiest spot in London.
At this point there once stood the last of the nine
beautiful crosses which King Edward III. set up
at the places where the coffin of his wife, Eleanor,
was set to rest in the long journey from Lincoln-
shire, where she died, to her grave in Westminster
Abbey; and so it got its name. A fine modern
cross has been set up in memory of Edward's cross,
which has long since disappeared.

The district of Westminster takes its name, of
course, from the abbey; and the name Broad Sanc-
tuary remains to remind us of the sanctuary in